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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The importance of this study and analysis,

11

Farm Own-

ership and Turnover Among Negro Farmers in Nacogdoches County,
Texas , 193 5 to 19 57," cannot be overemphasized in a society
which is increasingly demanding more and better farm lay-outs.
Every sign points upward to scientific investigation and studies
that aid not only in the quality, but the quantity of farm
land .

The trend in land ownership in Nacogdoches County, Texas

has changed in the last thirty years.

The changes are evi-

denced in the moving away and selling of farms that were once
productive and self-sustaining farms.
An important part in the development of Nacogdoches
County, is its present economy.

Therefore, a greater emphasis

is needed on the increasing demand of land ownership, for it
provides a reasonable degree of security for the people that
own their land as a means of earning their livelihood.
ownership should be maintained and improved.

Farm

The trend of

disposing of farms and moving into small lots or acreage near
the city needs some thought and study.
In an area where a few families or agencies own great
tracts of land, a considerable portion of the population must
own no land or very little.

Ownership contributes to the de-

velopment of independent personalities.
1

Individually owned

2

farms are of importance in a democracy because they afford
the opportunity for the development of psychological selfsufficient farm people.
Charlton states:

It affords independent choices.
"This system of tenure will con-

serve and develop the human element in agriculture, and at
the same time conserve and utilize land resources in line
with the national need. 111
Statement of the Problem.-- The writer wishes to discuss the factors affecting farm ownership and turnover among
fifty Negro farmers of Nacogdoches County, Texas, 1935 to
1957 .

Such factors are:
1. How many farm owners were there in 1935?
2. How many farm owners were there in 1957?

3. What was the percentage of turnover between 1935
and 1957?

4. What were the causes of turnover?
5. What type of farming was carried on where the turnover was most prevalent?
6. What type of farming was carried on where turnover
was at a minimum?
Purpose of the Study.-- Observations made during the
last ten years in Nacogdoches County, Texas, reveal that many
Negro landowners are selling their farms and moving to urban
areas .
The writer was eager to discover certain aspects in

lJ L Charlton Social Aspects of Farm Ownership and
Tenancy in.Arkansas Coa~tal Plains, Agricultural E:ig:,eriment
Station, University of Arkansas, Bulletin 848, (1954), pp. 1819.
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re gard to farm ownership and turnover among Negro farmers in
Nacogdoches County, Texas, to help determine the effects it
woul d have on vocational agriculture in Nacogdoches County,
and help to stem the tide of migration to small lots in the
nearby urban areas .
It is the purpose of this study to determine (1) the
extent of turnover among Negro farmers in Nacogdoches County,
Texas between 1935 and 1957, (2) the causes of turnover, (3)
the t ype of farming as it relates to farm turnover among Negro
farme rs, (4) the type of soil as it relates to turnover, ( 5)
the si ze of farms in relation to turnover, and (6) family
labor as it relates to farm turnover .
Scope of the Study. -- This study is limited to fifty
Negro farm owners, or previous farm owners in Nacogdoches
County, Texas, between 1935 and 1947.

The writer feels that

a more detailed study can be made in this manner than by using a l l the Negro farmers in Nacogdoches County to discover
c ert a in aspects of this study .
Its main concerns are with an analysis of the following :
1. What year did you purchase your farm?
2 . Do you own your own farm?

3. How long have you owned your farm?
4. Type of farming carried on?

,.

Type of soil?

6. What year did you dispose of your farm?
to dispose of your farm:
7. What conditions caused you
poor roads, drought,
poor management, insufficient credit,
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World War II, poor production, poor soil, other conditions .
Source of Data . -- The data for this study were obtained from the following sources:
1. Questionnaires sent to Negro farm owners who constitute the population of this study .
2. Documentary materials from a review of related
literature.

3. Personal interviews with old settlers of Nacogdoche s County, Texas .

4. Texas Almanac and Agriculture Census .
Limitations . -- Much of this information was obtained
'from questionnaires and can be considered as written testimony of respondents .
The Abstract Title Company manager handled most of the
t rans actions for deeds to land owned by people in this study.
The company has handled this type of business for seventy-one
years .

The present manager has been with the company for

f orty-five years .
The information was taken from documentary materials
a s were related to farm ownership and turnover .

This study

is limited to Negro farm owners of Nacogdoches County, Texas
be tween 193? and 19?7 •
Methods and Materials .-- The following criteria were
decided upon for selecting farmers to survey for this study:
(1) Must own farm or be a former owner, (2) must have rendered
land taxes, (3) must be a resident of Naco gdoches County for
22 years, and (4) must have owned more than three acres of
land .
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In order to get a true picture of this survey, a plan
was devised whereby the inquiry forms from the farmers were
grouped separately and entered on a summary sheet designed for
re cording all necessary information to be included in the survey .
Data contained in questionnaires which furnished information regarding the distribution and status in land ownership and turnover of Negro farmers in Nacogdoches County were
used as a basis for the analysis, which are shown in the tables t hat follow.
Definition of Terms . -- Farm - an acreage of three or
more that yields $150.00 annually of agricultural products exclusive of home garden.
Land ownership . -- Land owned inclusive of all land ·
that the operator or his wife or both, hold under title purcha se contract, homestead law, or as one of the heirs, or as
a t r ustee of an individual
estate.
f
Turnover.-- Is determined to mean the change or organization, going from one farmer to the other.
Negro farmer has reference to the nationality of the
individual farms studied .
Present owners are farmers that owned their land at
the time this study was made .
Former owners are individuals that once owned farm
land in Nacogdoches County, Texas.

CHAPTER II
HISTORICAL AND RELATED MATERIALS
Nacogdoches, Texas, Heart of the Piney Woods
Nacogdoches County has a population of 30,226 or more,
i s 46 percent urban, 33 percent farm rural, 29 percent Negro
population.

It has an area 963 Square Miles, and a total of

2, 743 farm units.
The present city of Nacogdoches was built by Gil
Ybo rboo, near the old Guadaloupe Mission.

The first colonies

had to leave due to hostile Indians and drought conditions.
Nacogdoches County is located south of Rusk County,
north of Angelina County, with San Augustine on the eastern
border, and Cherokee forrr.ing a part of the western boundary.
The soils of Nacogdoches County are grey sandy, red
sandy, red stiff on the hills, and dark sandy alluvials with
red loam in low land.
The beautiful things about the county are its timbered
hills, covered with four species of pines.
long leaf, loblolly and slash pine.
and hills that seem to reach the sky.

They are short leaf,

It has lush green valleys
The present city of

Nacogdoches is noted for the treasures of historical significance played in the early development of the state.

Located

on the campus of Stephen F. Austin State College, is the Old
6

7

Stone Fort that was used as a commissaTy and an armory during
the development of Texas.

Also buried in the Oak Grove Ceme-

tary are two of the signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence .

Located within and near the city are markers tell-

ing of the pioneers who played an important part in making
Texas a part of the United States .
Lumbering, livestock, dairying, poultry farming, and
feed production are main enterprises.
Related Information
John H. Southern, Bureau of Economics, University of
Arkansas, made a study of farm lai1d ownership in the Southwest .

In his brief review of the farming situation in the

Southwest, states included were Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas,
Missis sippi, and Oklahoma.

He states:

"Farmers in the south-

west own more of the land they operate today than at anytime
since records have ooen available.

The decided trend away

from tenancy and toward ownership began between 1935-1940,
and continued throughout the war and post war period." 1
Since 1935, the trend away from farm ownership has
been reversed.

From the standpoint of the farmers financial

ability, opportunity for achieving ownership during the past
decade, perhaps, has never been equaled.
J.B. Dorman, County Agent of Newton County, made a
study of the farming situation in Newton County for both Negro

lJohn H. Southern, "Ownership of Farm Land in Southwest," Agricultural Experiment Station, University of Arkansas,
Bulletin No. 545, p. 15.
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and white farmers.

He gave a brief review of the farming sit-

ua tion in the county.

This study revealed that the farm popu-

l a tion has been on a decline since World War II, while home
ownerships and the average size of farms have increased.
Dorman reports:

"The type of farming has changed from

cotton farming to general, and livestock farming on a large
scale ." 1
James T. Hudson, a teacher in Birmingham, Alabama,
made a study of some 500 former Negro students of vocational
agriculture in Alabama to determine (1) the proportion of
former Negro students of vocational agriculture who are actually farming, or are in occupations related to agriculture,
( 2) the farming status of former Negro students of vocational
ag riculture in Alabama.

He also wanted to discuss some facts

t hat would aid in setting up a guidance program in vocational
ag riculture for students preparing to farm. 2

lJ. B. Dorman, 11 A Historical Study of the Farming Situation in Newton County," Bachelor's thesis, A. and M. College.
College Station, Texas, 1924.
2Joseph H Hudson 11 A Study of 500 Former Negro Students of Vocation;l Agric~lture in Alabama," Unpublished Master's thesis, Michigan State College, 1949.

CHAPTER III
PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

Mr. J. Roy Gray, Manager of the Hoya Abstract and
Title Company, was interviewed on April 15, 1959.

He was

asked the following questions:
1. How long has the Hoya Abstract Company been in
busine ss?
2. How long have you been with the firm?

3. What were some of the causes of Negro farmers losi ng their farms?

4. Does the firm make loans to Negro farmers?

5.

Did the type of soil have anything to do with own-

er ship and turnover?
6. During what period was turnover most prevalent?

7. Were livestock and poultry produced in connection
with row crops?

Mr . Gray was asked the above listed questions to
which his reply was:
The Hoya Abstract and Title Company has been in business for eighty-one years , and that he had been with the company over forty-five years .

Some of the causes that prompted

Negroes to leave their farms was the change from cotton farming to poultry and livestock ·farming.

Most of the Negroes

were good cotton farmers, but did not adapt themselves to

9
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broiler growing which has become the greatest source of farm
income other than forestry.

Most of the Negroes left their

farms f or a better way of life and for a more adequate income .
Very f ew Negroes lost their farms because of foreclosure or
bad debts .
During the time, cotton was the most economical crop
for Nacogdoches County.

The Hoya Abstract Company made loans

to Neg ro farmers, but the past ten years, the company only
made l oans to people working in industry who wished to buy
homes , but not for the purpose of financing a farming enterprise .
The type of farming had nothing to do with turnover .
Only t he agressive type of farmers stayed and tried to make
a go of it.

Those Negroes that had a few head of livestock

were the ones that made a good start in adapting themselves
to the change from cotton farming to broiler production.
About the middle of World War II, low income farmers
of the Negro group left the farms of Nacogdoches County and
mad e their residence on the Gulf Coast and West Coast, whereev er they could get higher wages and acquire better homes.
An interview with Mr. A. J. Thompson was scheduled
May 1, 1959.

Mr. Thompson is an attorney who wrote most of

the deeds and titles for the period of this study.

Time did

not permit an extensive conference, so the writer left a list
of questions with Mr . Thompson.

The questions were as follows:

(1) What were the causes of farm turnover among Negro farmers
in Nacogdoches County, Texas, between 1935 to 1957? (2) How
did it affect farm ownership?

In regard to the above questions,
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in a letter to me, Mr. Thompson stated:
Period 1935-1939 . -- During the inflation period
prior to the year 1929, many of the Colored people of
Na cogdoches County bought farm land on credit, contr a cting to pay them rather high values for land. They
ca relessly allowed their notes to run without any subs tantial payments thereon, and in many instances without having paid the interest; so when the depres~ion
se t-in around 1929-1930, these people were deeply obligat ed. Land values sharply decreased and as well the
value of farm products and they were unable to meet
the ir obligations . The decrease in land value in many
cases resulted in the land being actually worth no more
than the indebtedness. Therefore, for the years 19351939, many of these people either lost their farm lands
through foreclosures or voluntarily re-conveyed them to
t he lien holder. More lands were thus lost to credit
purchasers during this 1935-1939 period than during any
comparable period since the turn of the century. During
the period between 1940-45, land values gradually inc reased. In most instances the Colored people did not
beg in the purchase of land until the values had subs t antially increased and then were forced to pay top
prices since they were buying on credit. Much of the
l and bought during the 1940-1950 period were tracts
f rom which the timber had been removed, improvements
were allowed to depreciate and erosion of soil was at
a critical stage. Few of these purchasers made any eff ort to use accepted methods to conserve the soil and
timber, but instead, would cut-off the pulp wood as
fast as it grew and allow further erosion. In the meantime, they were buying cars and household appliances on
credit and letting their land notes go delinquent. As
land values continued to increase, the lien holder saw
the possibility of recovering and reselling the land,
and since the original buyers would be unable to pay,
they would take the land back or pressure the owners to
the point where they would sell the land to get whatever equity they might recover therefrom .
Examining the court records of Nacogdoches County,
Texas, there have been few foreclosures of liens of
land during the past 15 years, though many sales have
been made that the original owners might recoup some
equity from the sale by virture of the increase in land
value
It might be said that during the period 19501958 •1and values have been so high that except where
ther~ existed the best possible management as to timber,
pasture erosion control, and land improvement, it would
be impo;sible for a person to buy land and pay for it
from the ·revenues of the land. This condition has brought
about a great increase in ownership of land by large ~and
owners . These operators have made and are making their
money in ways other than from the revenues of the land,
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but ~re p~rchasing all available land to offset a
possible inflation. Actual value means little to
t hem so long as land can be bought within reason.
They do not expect to pay for the land from its
production. These buyers have forced the price
of land up and up and the small owners, seeing an
opportunity to make a substantial profit off their
land, or releive themselves of debts that they can
not pay, will sell to these buyers. In the past
few years, much of the land sold by the Colored
people resulted from this condition. Rural populat ion in Nacogdoches County is decreasing year after
year and urban population is increasing. The farmer
cannot normally make a fair return on the land because of its present sales value, therefore, he
sells, buys a home in the urban area and makes a
better livelihood in public work.
On May 10, 1959, the writer interviewed Mr. Aaron
Cox , President of the Commercial National Bank, Nacogdoches,
Texas .

Mr. Cox has worked in the bank for a period of forty-

two years.

During the time that Mr. Cox has been with the

bank , many loans have been made to Negro farmers.

In the

early part of the settlement of Nacogdoches County, the Comme rcial Bank was the only bank in the county.

This is the

rea son the writer selected this person for an interview.
In the interview with Mr. Cox, the following quest ions concerning farm ownership and turnover among Negro farmers were asked:

(1) What are some of the causes of Negro

fa rmers losing their farms from 1935-1957?

(2) What effect

did the mineral wealth have on farm ownership and turnover
among Negro farmers of Nacogdoches County?

(3) Were there

other lending agencies in the county at the farmers disposal?

(4) What type of farming was carried on where the turnover
was at a maximum?

(5) What type of farming was carried on

where turnover was at a minimum?

Mr. Cox's reply to these questions was stated in
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in this manner:
Some of the causes of Negroes leaving the farms in
Nacogdoches County, were the low income received from cotton
farmi ng brought on by drought, insects, and a change from cotton farming to livestock and poultry production.

The govern-

ment subsidies made cuts in cotton acreage, thereby making
cotton f arming a thing of the past in Nacogdoches County. Another reason for leaving the farms was that most old people
and wi dows could come and live with their children in the urban areas and receive their old age pension or social security payment, and at the same time, engage in light work to
supplement their income.
The wealth of the county in gas and oil has played a
major role in land-ownership turnover in Nacogdoches County.
The older people could live with their children and relatives
and draw compensation checks, thereby leaving the soil to
e rode and grow in undesirable timber and weeds.
Most loans were made through the Commercial National
Bank

'

Farmers Home Administration and Federal Land Bank. World

War II had its economic affects upon the price of commodities,
livestock, and broiler products.

The diversification of farm-

ing brought about a better relationship for farm owners. For
those f armers who specialized in cotton production the future
in Nacogdoches County looked dismal.
Table 1 shows the number of acres in farms and the percentage turnover in ownership among Negro farmers in Nacogdoches
County, Texas.
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TABLE 1
FARM OWNERSHIP AND TURNOVER AMONG NEGRO FARMERS IN
NACOGDOCHES COUNTY, TEXAS FROM

Number of
Farm
Owners

1935-1957

Percent Change
Over a Period
of Years

Period

Number of
Acres

1935

231,555

201

1940

13,423

191

95.1

-4.9 increase

1945

14,270

187

97.6

-2.4 increase

1950

12,362

189

98.1

+ .9 increase

1955

9,342

192

98. 51

+1.4-9 increase

1957

9,174

194

99.1

+ .1 increase

Percent

100

The data in this table show that there were 201 farmers that owned 231,555 acres of land in 1935, which represented the beginning year of the period of this study. Between

1935 and 1945, the number of acres owned by Negroes dropped
fr om 231,555 to 14,270.

At the same time, the number of farm

owners dropped from 201 to 187.
Table 1 also shows an increase in the number of farm
owners in 1957, but a decrease in number of acres.

The number

of farmers is increasing, whereas the number of acres is decreasing.

There were increases in the number of farm owners

during the period 1945 and 1957.
Since 1940, the total population of Texas increased by

979,000 people, while its farm population decreased in number

15'
by 438 ,000 pe ople.

These figures indicate that about half the

urbanizat ion of Texas, which has .occurred with phenomenal rapidity , has be 0 n based on the movement of farm people to the
urban cente rs.
Data in Table 2 reveal the various reasons why farmers disposed of their farms.
TABLE 2
REASONS FOR TURNOVER IN FARM OWNERSHIP

Number of Farmers

Reasons

1

Poor management

1

Drought

1

Poor production

3

Poor soils

6

Could not get credit and loans

1

Bad roads

1

Area not lar ge enough

4

Moved to city to take care of
family

2

After children left home , had no
help

1

Needed bridge over creek

The table shows that six farmers of 5'0 percent who were
once farm owners, gave as their reason for leaving the farm,
·
t and loans." Other reasons given were:
"they could not get credi
moved to the city to take care of family.

Life in the city

16
doing industrial work seemed more attractive than trying to
farm without the necessary finance to carry on a profitable
farming business .

3

Table

shows the relationship of turnover in farm

ownership to the type of farming practiced .
TABLE 3
(

RELAT IONSHIP OF FARM OWNERSHIP TURNOVER
TO THE TYPES OF FARMING

Types of Farming

Farm Owners

Farm Turnover

Poultry

13

4

Beef cattle

10

0

Dairy cattle

1

0

Tr uck crops

19

1

General crops

21

7

Pine trees

6

0

Swi ne

5

l

Fruit

l

0

Most of the
crop farming .

50 farmers studied were engaged in general

Twenty-one of the twenty-eight persons who were

no longer farm owners, grew general crops during the time they
farmed .

Four out of the twenty-eight farm owners carried live-

stock and poultry with general crop farming .
Those farmers who were specializing in row crops alone,
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were the first drop-outs in farming.

The farm owners that car-

ried a diversified type of farming were able to carry on their
farming operations more successfully
Table 3 also reveals that with other factors listed,
present farm owners showed a greater ownership of fruit trees,
swine , and pine timber, than those who gave up ownership.
.
.
Data in Table 4 reveal the relationship of turnover

in fann ownership to the types of soil.
TABLE 4
RELATIONSHIP OF FARM OWNERSHIP TURNOVER TO THE TYPES OF SOIL

Types of
Soil

Number
Present
Owners

Number
Former
Owners

Total Percent of those Studied
ReportPresent
Former
ing
Owners
Owners

Sandy

2

8

10

4

16

Clay

4

2

6

8

4

Loam

20

1

21

40

2

Combination of
the
12
three

1

13

24

2

Sixteen percent of the farmers who once owned farms
were farming on sandy so il s.

Four percent of those who still

owned their farms were on sandy soils.

A combination of the

three types of soils was used for farm land by eight farmers,
or 16 percent.
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The 50 farmers that comprise this study were selected
from a cross section of the country where the soil varies from
sand t o deep fertile loam .
"Texas has sandy soils, irregular shaped fields and
small too ls . 111
Table 5 shows the relationship of size of farms to turnover in ownership of the fifty Negro farmers studied .
TABLE 5
RELATIONS HIP OF SIZE OF FARM TO TURNOVER IN FARM OWNERSHIP

Past
Ownership

Size of Farm
in Acres

Present Farm
Ownership

5-25
26 -50
51-75
76 -100
101-125
1 26-150
151-175
176-200
201-225

14

9

6
3
3
3
1

0

Total

2
0

1
0
0

Total
23
6
5
3
4
1

0

3
2

3

0

3

38

12

50

3
2

Of the twelve who had given up ownership of their farms,
none had owned more than 125 acres of land.

Nine of the twelve

past owners had owned less than 25 acres .

lTexas Almanac, Dallas Morning News, Dallas, Texas,
( 19 57 ) , p •
I

58 •
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Another method of comparing farm size and turnover in
ownership is to determine the percentage turnover in certain
size cla sses .

It might be observed that of the 23 persons re-

porting farms of 5 to

25 acres, nine, or 39 percent, had given

up ownership of their farms.
Skrabanek states:

"Negro farmers are moving out of

agriculture in Texas at a faster rate than are White farmers • .
The late st census of agriculture showed that in 1954, there
were 27 ,529 Negro farm operators in the state, or 9.4 percent
of al] fa rm operators . 111
Data in Table 6 show the factors that affected ownership a nd turnover of farms during World War II.

TABLE 6
THE I MPACT OF WORLD WAR II ON FARM OWNERSHIP TURNOVER

Number
Reporting

Fac t ors

Percent of
Number
Turnover
Studied

Percent of
Number
Studied

Son entered
service

23

46

6

12

Could not get
farm help

12

24

4

8

Could not buy
farm equipment

3

6

2

4

38

76

12

24

Total

1 R. 1 • Skrabanek, "Fewer Negro Farmers," Texas Outlook,

(March, 1959), P• 13 .
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Of the twelve farmers that gave up their farms during
the period studied, six reported that their sons ·entered the
armed services.

This number represents twelve percent of the

fifty farmer s studied.

Two, or four percent of the farmers

who gave up their farms, reported that they could not buy farm
equipment during the war years.
Forty-six percent of the farm owners' sons served their
country during the emergency.
The writer feels that it is very difficult to try to
farm without help and necessary equipment to do a worthwhile
job.

CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The study revealed that of the fifty farmers studied,
many of them bought farms prior to the depression years of
the thirties, but due to the depression, -a number had to sell
their farms at a loss to keep their farms from being foreclosed .

The records show that the number of farm owners is

on the decrease, whereas the total number of acres in farms is
increasing .
In order to determine the status of these fifty farmers in Nacogdoches County, interviews were held with three men
who handled most of the transactions during the period of this
study.

All of the persons interviewed gave the same general

conclusion concerning farm ownership and turnover among Negro
farmers during the period studied:
1. Very few Negroes lost their farms because of foreclosure.
2. The type of farming carried on in the county made
it comfortable for farms to be paid for.

3. Farm Home Administration, Production Market Association and Agriculture Stabilization Committee are always ready
to lend a helping hand to a farmer.
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From the data analyzed in six different tables, the
f ol lowing general facts emerged:
1 . Of the total number that gave up their farms, none
owne d more than twenty-five acres .
2 . The number of farm owners decreased from 201 in

1935 to 194 in 1957, a decrease of 4.9 percent .
3. Thirty-three percent of the farmers who gave up
thei r f arms were engaged in general crop farming.

4. Sixty percent or' the farm owners engaged in general
crop f arming carried livestock and poultry in connection with
crop fa rming.

5.

Seven of the twenty-eight farmers engaged in general

c rop f arming were specializing in general row crops only.
6 . Twenty-four percent of present farm owners are farming on a combination of sandy, clay and loam soils.

7. Sixteen percent of the farmers that once owned farm
were farming on sandy type soil .

8. Six, or twelve percent of the twelve farmers that
disposed of their farms, gave failure to get credit as their
reason for leaving the farm .

9. Other reasons for leaving the farms accounted for
seventeen percent .

They were: moved to city to take care of

family, commissioner would not repair bridge, sons left and
did not have enough help .
10 . World War II took forty-six percent of the farm owners sons into the armed services.

Whereas, twelve percent of

those who gave up their farms had sons who entered the army.
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11. Six percent of the present farm owners could get
nec e ssary farm equipment to carry on their farming, whereas,
onl y four percent of those farmers that gave up their farms
r esponded to the question--"Could you buy necessary farm equipment during the war?"
12. On the basis of information revealed, many of the
Negr o farmers in Nacogdoches County, bought their farms prior
to t he depression of the middle thirties.
Conclusions
1. General row crops combined with poor soils are
some l eading factors as to why farmers are giving up their
fa r ms.
2. Where farmers are engaged in a diversified type of
fa rming they seem to hold on to their land.

3. It was revealed in some cases, that the size of
fa rms was inadequate to serve the needs of the farmers.

4. Where farmers have good soil type, they are more
prone to hold on to their farms because of its high productiveness.

5.

Data revealed in this study show that sons entering

into the armed services had no affect upon farm ownership or
turnover to any great degree .

6. Being able to secure the amount of credit desired
at a needed time was of prime importance.

7. Traditional methods of general crop farming on small
acreage will not adequately support a family's needs.
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Recommendations
In light of information revealed in this study, the
writer wishes to make the following recommendations:
1. That prospective farm buyers consult an economist
on t he trends of land prices.
2. That more farmers engage in diversified type of
farming enterprises .

3. That the scope of farming be planned to fit farmers so that a margin of profit may be realized.

4. That the county agent, vocational agriculture
t eachers and other service personnel devote more time and attenti on to encouraging farmers to carry on a diversified type
of fa rming.

5.

Where the area is too small for livestock and crops,

small acreage farmers should do a more intensive seasonal type
of fa rming.
6. That local and federal lending agencies make provi sions for loans to small acreage farmers on longtime payment
ba sis.

7. That loans to farmers be made for a longer period
of time to enable farmers to pay for their farms during years
of poor production.

8. Where soils are poor, farmers plant soil building
crops, to help remedy the conditions if possible.

9. That farmers purchasing land, do so according to
the productivity of the soil .
10. That farmers put a portion of their profits back
into the farming business .
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11. That income derived from farming should not be
spent luxuriously on items until the farming business can aff ord it.
12. That farmers keep records of each enterprise regardl es s of size of farm, to determine whether they are operating at a profit or loss.

13. That farmers have their soil tested and plant soil
building and soil conserving crops.

14. That credit unions be formed for self-preservation.
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FARM OWNERSHIP AND TURNOVER AMONG NEGRO FARMERS IN
NACOGDOCHES COUNTY, TEXAS 1935 TO 1957
QUESTIONNAIRE
This questionnaire is for educational use only, which I, Fred D.
Burrell, wishes to use as an agricultural teacher. The information requested willbe confidential and will not be used for any
purpose other than the study of a problem which exists in our
community-- Farm Ownership and Turnover Among Negro Farmers in
Nacogdoches County, Texas, 1935 to 1957. Your Name and address
will not be used at any time.
NAME___________
ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
1 . Do you own your farm? _ _ _ __
2 . What year did you purchase your farm? _ _ _ __

3. How long have you owned your farm? _ _ _ _ __
4. Number of acres in farm

5.

Type of farming carried on. (Check in blank): poultry _ _ ,
beef cattle--~ dairy _____ , truck ____ , general
row crops ____ ,other _______

6. Types of soil (Check in blank): sandy ___ , clay _ _ _ _ ,
loam ____ , combination of the three

------·

7. What year did you sell this farm? ___ • Why? (Check the
blank space following each statement if it applies to you.)
poor management ____ ; drought _ _ ; poor soil _ _ _ _ ;
poor production
; could not get sufficient credit
_ _ _ _ , other _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ •

8. What effect did World War II have on you?
Did your son go in the Armed Services?

Yes _ _ , No _ __

__ ,

Could you get the help to carry on your operation? Yes
No
Could you get machinery to carry on the farming business by
yourself? Yes _ _ _ _ , No _____ •

---·

